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MORE THAN 50 YEARS AGO, the University of  Alabama at Birmingham was established and 
quickly became an institution with a tremendous entrepreneurial spirit. The accomplishments that 
we attained in our first half  century are only the beginning. Now, a new group is blazing a path that 
reflects the entrepreneurship on which UAB was founded.

The UAB Excellence in Business Top 25 awards were designed to identify, recognize, and celebrate the 
success of  UAB alumni-owned and UAB alumni-managed businesses. Through this program, the UAB 
National Alumni Society (NAS) is excited to introduce our ninth class of  recipients.

In order to be eligible for this prestigious award, UAB alumni and their companies must meet several 
criteria. The company has to be owned, managed, or founded by a UAB graduate or group of  UAB 
graduates who:

 • Own 50 percent or more of  the company during the most recent eligibility period,
 •  Serve on the most senior leadership or regional/division leadership team during  

the eligible period, or
 •  Founded the company and remain an active member of  the senior leadership team  

during the eligible period.

In addition, companies must have been in operation for a minimum of  three years with at least 
$150,000 in revenues for its most recent 12-month reporting period.

The latest class of  recipients of  Top 25 winners was recognized during a virtual awards ceremony on 
June 24, 2021. A record number of  applications were submitted, representing a variety of  industries 
with a wide array of  business leaders. 

UAB Excellence in Business Top 25 
REPRESENT THE UNIVERSITY’S BEST 
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Every leader faces his or her own challenges. It is not the challenge that defines our 
leaders…it’s how those challenges are overcome.

At first glance, the leaders who are part of  this year’s UAB Excellence in Business 
Top 25 class are no different. They have dealt with conflict, made hard choices,  
and guided change. However, there is one difference that sets them apart from  
our previous Top 25 classes. A global pandemic. This group faced a tougher 
challenge than ever before and were able to sustain year-over-year revenue growth.

This remarkable class of  business leaders were recognized in June as part of   
the ninth annual UAB Excellence in Business Top 25. They are alumni we can 
celebrate with that sense of  pride that makes all of  us Blazers.

Congratulations to the ninth annual class of  UAB Excellence in Business Top 25 
award winners!

GO BLAZERS!

Ryan Robinett, MBA ‘06

 
 
 
 
President
UAB National Alumni Society

Letter from the President



Chartered in 1979, the UAB National Alumni Society (NAS) serves more than 150,000 alumni 
throughout the United States. 

Each fall, the NAS recognizes current UAB students for their diverse backgrounds, accomplishments, 
and class status by awarding them scholarships. Without the support of  alumni and friends, the NAS 
would not be able to provide scholarships to more than 130 deserving UAB students. The NAS is 
proud to partner with its schools and colleges in raising over $4.7 million dollars from alumni to 
provide student scholarships in 2019-2020.

The NAS provides meaningful engagement opportunities throughout the year. In order to increase 
the number and amount of  scholarships available, the NAS has established two signature events. In 
April, the NAS hosted its 15th annual UAB National Alumni Society Scholarship Run presented 
by Viva Health. The support of  this run has generated more than $930,000 to go toward providing 
scholarships to students. This November, the NAS plans to host the 13th annual Uncork Education. 
The unique craft beer and wine tasting event includes an auction and has raised nearly $590,000 for 
scholarships since its inception.

For more information about the UAB National Alumni Society, visit alumni.uab.edu. 

UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY MISSION STATEMENT:
The mission of  the UAB National Alumni Society is to support the University in its pursuit of  
excellence in teaching, research, and public service and to create, foster, and nurture a mutually 
beneficial relationship between the University, its students, and alumni.

The purpose of  this organization shall be to promote the welfare and excellence of  The University 
of  Alabama at Birmingham and to assist in the development and support of  a mutually beneficial 
relationship between UAB and its alumni. The society is organized exclusively for charitable and 
educational purposes for the promotion of  UAB and its alumni as a 501(c)(3).

About the UAB National Alumni Society



TAKING

Software engineer and entrepreneur 
Adam Aldrich shares the story that 
led to Airship’s creation and the 
tornado that changed his life.

FLIGHT



ADAM ALDRICH’S 
SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT 
JOURNEY STARTED WITH  
A BUSH HOG. After falling in 
love with computers in middle 
school, he looked for places in 
his country home of Oak Grove, 
Alabama, to learn how they worked. 
So, he asked the owner of a nearby 
computer shop if he could shadow 
his engineers. It was a no.

“But I’m pretty relentless,” 
Aldrich says. “I’m 15 at the time. 
So, I have my mom drive me up 
there and begged them to let me 
work for free.” A deal was struck: 
Aldrich would help around the 

shop owner’s farm – bush hogging 
included – for the opportunity to 
learn how to program from the 
engineering team. 

Fast-forward to 2021 and 
Aldrich is now president of 
Airship, a Birmingham-based 
software development company 
that creates custom software 
solutions for businesses large and 

small. Airship has been named 
among the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham’s Excellence in 
Business Top 25 each year since 
2018, and Aldrich delivered the 
keynote address at the 2021 awards 
ceremony, hosted virtually on June 
24 by the UAB National Alumni 
Society. 

Aldrich has always been a bit of 
a tinkerer. As he puts it, computers 
were captivating because they 
were machines he could control—
taking his inputs and doing what 
he asked. “As I went through high 
school, I actually learned how to 

write software that helped me do 
my homework,” he says. “It would 
help me calculate physics formulas. 
Because, at the time, calculators 
weren’t sophisticated enough to do 
that stuff.” It was this enterprising 
spirit and love of creating efficient 
solutions to complex problems that 
led him to computer science.

Aldrich’s path to running a 

   As I went through high school, I actually
learned how to write software that helped  

 me do my homework.” 

successful software company was 
winding, accounting for years of 
both school and working, often at 
the same time. As Aldrich explains, 
he comes from a hearty, “blue-
collar family” with a strong work 
ethic. His father is a coal miner and 
his grandfather worked three jobs 
to support a family.

So, after three years working 
at the local computer store and 
taking evening classes at Jefferson 
State Community College’s 
Hueytown campus, Aldrich was 
able to transfer to UAB, the school 
he had always wanted to attend 

but couldn’t afford before. “What 
was so great was that UAB had 
night classes, because again, I’m 
working full time during the day, 
and right around this time (I) also 
got married to my wife,” he says. 
“It was cool because there were a 
lot of working professionals going 
to school at night. So, I got to be 
surrounded by a lot of people that  



I enjoyed learning from as well.”
At UAB Aldrich majored in 

computer science with a minor in 
economics. “I’d always wanted to be 
an entrepreneur and own my own 
company,” he says. After graduating 
in 2008, he went to work for his 
dream employer, Daxko, a software 
company that works with YMCAs 
and Jewish community centers 
across the country. 

“They had some of the best 
people to work with. You know  
that you had people who were 
pushing you to get better. Their 
engineers were smart, and their 
software solutions were elegant,” 
Aldrich explains about Daxko. It 
was also where he would learn 
the skills required of him to 
lead a team, working his way to 
becoming the director of product 
development.

But that entrepreneurial spirit 
still nagged at him to build 
something of his own.  
On weekends, he and another 
Daxko colleague, Trent Kocurek, 
worked on an idea to create an 
online portal for local DMVs, 
allowing users to upload proof  
of insurance online instead of  
braving the lines in-person. 

The idea interested county 
governments across the state,  
and soon, Aldrich and Kocurek 

knew they needed to chart their 
own path. So, in 2013, they started  
a two-person software company.  
In a few years’ time, the duo 
decided to focus on the more 
diverse needs outside of the county 
government space and sold their 
product, entering into a new 
business venture that would build 
custom software solutions for 
clients. They named it Airship,  
and Kocurek serves as CEO.

Aldrich explains that the early 
days of Airship were similar to the 
duo’s previous, lean times. One of 
their first client meetings stands 
out: “We were so poor at the time 
we didn’t have any chairs and had 
to sit on paint buckets. It was just  
a good moment.”

Now, the Airship team is 37 
people (and chairs) strong and 

growing. Aldrich sees Airship as a 
true service company, working with 
clients to make sure their unique 
needs are met and helping team 
members grow professionally  
and personally. 

Decades have passed since 
Aldrich first traded his labor for 
the opportunity to learn computer 
programming. Those early lessons, 
however, clearly made an impact. 

 “I’ve never been the smartest,”  
he says, “I made A’s, B’s, and C’s. 
I never was the greatest student 
in the world, but I could always 
outwork the problem,” powering 
through any challenge, not unlike  
a bush hog. 

    I’d always wanted to be an  
  entrepreneur and own my own company.”



Aldrich can remember the 
exact day that came to define 
much of how he lives his life: 
April 8, 1998, a date infamous 
for a tornado outbreak that 
pummeled the South. That 
day, Aldrich, who was 15 at 
the time, was at church in Oak 
Grove: “We were told that [a 
tornado] was coming, but we 
didn’t really expect much. So, 
we went out in the hallway,  
just to do the whole duck and 
put your head down type thing.”

He sat next to a glass door, 
huddled with others, when—
through the door—he saw 
a telephone pole fly past: 

“Suddenly, you feel the warm 
air of the tornado, kind of like 
changing the pressure, and  
this tornado hits and … you 
can’t describe how loud that 
sound is. It’s the ‘freight train’ 
that they talk about on  
another level.” 

From the pitch-black of the 
powerless hall, Aldrich felt the 
building being pulled apart.  

“It rips the roof off our church 
and starts to pick us up off the 
ground,” before moving on, he 
explains. It wasn’t until he and 
the others knew they were safe 
that he could comprehend the 
devastation around him. 

“Every window and door in 
our church had been blown out 
except for the one I was sitting 
beside,” he says. “And you see 
pine straw needles that went 
through trucks. Just a pine 
straw needle, that’s all it would 
have taken to hit that door, and 
it would have sucked us all out.  
We all would have been dead. 
After that, you start to look  
at life differently.”

His escape from death that 
day provided him a unique 
level of clarity or at least a 
firmer sense of being and 
purpose, one that would set  
his life’s course in the direction  
of making sure he did the  

most good for the most people. 
“I should be dead. I shouldn’t 

be here,” Aldrich says. 

LIVING 
WITH 
PURPOSE

Every day is a  
gift from God.   
And I need to  
make the most of it.  
That means helping 
others and trying  
to be a better 
person, trying  
to use my gifts in 
computers and in 
business to help 
other people.”
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TOP THREE FASTEST-GROWING COMPANIES  
UNDER $10 MILLION

FOXHOUND BEE COMPANY 
151% CUMULATIVE GROWTH 

ADAM HICKMAN
CO-OWNER 

STEPHANIE HICKMAN, DPT
CO-OWNER

BUNDLES OF HOPE  
DIAPER BANK  
140% CUMULATIVE GROWTH 

LINDSAY GRAY, BSN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TITUSVILLE DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 
104% CUMULATIVE GROWTH 

RONALD BAYLES, EDD 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



RELIAS HEALTHCARE 
56% CUMULATIVE GROWTH 

LUKE H. WEST 
CEO 

BLAKE LOVELY, MD
ASSOCIATE CHIEF MEDICAL 
OFFICER

PACK HEALTH  
91% CUMULATIVE GROWTH 

MAZI RASULNIA, PHD
FOUNDER & CEO  

ROBERT GINTER  
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

MAYNOR & MITCHELL  
EYE CENTER 
51% CUMULATIVE GROWTH 

GREG HULSEY,  
FACHE, CMPE 
CEO

TOP THREE FASTEST-GROWING COMPANIES  
OVER $10 MILLION



THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS

AIRSHIP is a mobile app and software development 
company based in Birmingham. The company designs, 
builds, and maintains custom software solutions for 
innovators and organizations of  all sizes, existing to 
create transformational change through remarkable 
experiences. Airship was founded in 2013 by leaders 
passionate about building successful products and 
services that help others solve problems and achieve 
their goals. The company employs 37 crew members 
and counting.

ALABAMA CLINICAL SCHOOLS (ACS) provides 
behavioral healthcare services to children and 
adolescents in both inpatient and foster care settings. 
ACS has an 80-bed residential treatment facility and 75 
foster homes in their Birmingham community. In total, 
ACS has approximately 150 employees including social 
workers, counselors, teachers, nurses, and other direct 
care professionals. The majority of  the children served 
by ACS are in the custody of  the child welfare system.  

ADAM ALDRICH 
CO-FOUNDER & PRESIDENT
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, 2008

DRAYTON HOLMES
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, 2008  
MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, 2013 

“The thing about UAB that makes me most proud is  
what I learned and experienced at UAB in the 
computer science and business school. The hybrid 
education of both disciplines provided me with the 
tools I needed to build and grow Airship. I am also 
proud of how much UAB positively impacts our state 
and local community.”

“UAB prepared me for my current role by providing 
a challenging and diverse curriculum that helped 
to simulate the everyday challenges we experience 
in managing a complex operation. The MPA 
program, in particular, provided numerous case 
study scenarios and management projects that 
challenged us as students to be effective leaders, 
problem solvers, and strategists.”

2021



The American Society for Reproductive Medicine 

is dedicated to the advancement of the science 

and practice of reproductive medicine.  

Congratulations Dr. Azziz and Dr. Shannon
on your UAB Excellence in Business Award!

With Collaboration and Excellence as two of
ASRM's core values, and a long history of doing

business in Birmingham, 
we are grateful for this honor.

www.asrm.org  

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS

AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR REPRODUCTIVE MEDICINE (ASRM) is a medical society dedicated  
to the advancement of  the science and practice of  reproductive medicine. ASRM provides evidence-based, life-
long educational programming and learning; supports the advancement of  innovative research; develops and 
disseminates the highest ethical and quality standards in patient care; and advocates on behalf  of  physicians 
and affiliated healthcare providers and their patients. ASRM has offices in Vestavia Hills, Alabama, and 
Washington, D.C., and employs approximately 35 individuals. 

2021

CHEVIS N. SHANNON, DRPH, MBA, MPH 
CHIEF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE OFFICER
COLLAT SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, 1993 
SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH, 2002 
DOCTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH, 2010

“UAB provided me with effective, strong mentors that pushed  
me to challenge myself, question what I did not understand,  
and to have the confidence to create my own career path.”

“UAB provided me with the tools and skills necessary  
to develop my leadership and executive career path.” 

RICARDO AZZIZ  
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH
MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH, 1995 
COLLAT SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, 2000



THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS

2021

BAKER CAMP ARNOLD CAPITAL 
MANAGEMENT is a full-service financial advisory 
firm located in Hoover, Alabama, with a nationwide 
presence and 12 team members. The company offers 
clients advisory and planning services customized to 
their individual needs and goals. Planning includes 
investment, insurance, education, business and trust 
services, as well as property and casualty insurance for 
both personal and business clients.

JOSHUA BAKER
PRINCIPAL OWNER  
& MANAGING DIRECTOR 
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 
BACHELOR OF ARTS, 2004

“UAB prepared me for my current role by providing 
me the ability to use my analytical skills in my career 
to provide a unique approach to difficult scenarios/
cases.”

Adam Aldrich, Co-Founder & President, Airship
                

Joshua Baker, Owner & Managing Director, 
 Baker Camp Arnold Capital Management

                
John Burdett, CEO, Fast Slow Motion 

Ladue Fossett, Co-Owner & President, 
Drain Right Guttering

Mark Hardin, Co-Founder, RIIPL

Drayton Holmes, COO, Alabama Clinical Schools

Laurin Humphries, Owner, Humphries Screen Printing
                

Samantha Humphries, Creative Director, 
Humphries Screen Printing

                
Jill Scott, Clinical Director, Kolbe Clinic

CONGRATULATIONS
to the 

College of Arts and Sciences
Excellence in Business

Top 25 recipients



THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS

2021

BUNDLES OF HOPE DIAPER BANK 
is an Alabama non-profit and 501(c)(3) that meets 
the basic needs of  families by providing a reliable 
and consistent supply of  diapers, wipes, and period 
products to households experiencing financial hardship. 
The organization has three employees, hundreds of  
volunteers, and partners with over 45 community 
agencies around the state.

LINDSAY GRAY, BSN 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SCHOOL OF NURSING 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING, 2006

“UAB prepared me for my current role by building  
a foundation of caring for others.”



THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS

2021

FAST SLOW MOTION implements Salesforce  
software for growing companies across the country, 
providing both software and business consulting  
services, seeking to maximize companies’ returns on 
investing in Salesforce. Based out of  Birmingham,  
the company currently employs 57 full-time workers  
and implementation specialists.

“As a UAB student I learned key critical thinking skills 
while being exposed to new ideas and ways of thinking.”

JOHN BURDETT 
CEO 
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, 2000

DRAIN RIGHT GUTTERING  is a rain gutter 
installation company started in 1992 to provide  
potential customers with proposals and designs for gutter 
systems and gutter protection for homes or businesses.  
The company employs approximately 35 associates  
and operates multiple installation crews and trucks in  
Alabama, Georgia, and Tennessee. Drain Right has 
offices/warehouses in Cleveland and Knoxville, Tennessee,  
and Pelham, Alabama.  

“As a UAB student I was challenged and encouraged  
by excellent teachers and academic advisors.”

LADUE FOSSETT 
CO-OWNER & PRESIDENT 
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 
BACHELOR OF ARTS, 1985



THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS

2021

EYE CARE ON THE RIDGE provides eye care services including treating and managing eye pathology  
and prescribing and selling glasses and contacts, all while using the latest techniques and technologies to ensure 
the highest patient care experience. The company employs over 35 people in its three offices across the state  
of  Virginia.

SHAD WHEATLEY, OD 
OWNER
SCHOOL OF OPTOMETRY 
DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY, 2002

“The thing about UAB that makes me most 
proud is being part of an elite group of UABSO 
graduates. The optometry school consistently 
produces some of the most talented optometrists 
in the nation year after year.”

“UAB prepared me for my current role by giving 
me real life experience in treating and diagnosing 
eye pathology.”

WARREN GWYNN, OD  
OWNER
SCHOOL OF OPTOMETRY 
DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY, 2014



2021

FIDELITY NATIONAL FINANCIAL (FNF) is the leading provider of  title insurance and settlement 
services to the real estate and mortgage industries across the U.S. FNF employs over 20,000 people nationwide, 
and the company’s local agency operation employs 20, with offices in Birmingham; Shreveport, Louisiana; 
Metairie, Loisiana; and Little Rock, Arkansas.   

“The things about UAB that make me the proudest are 
the career opportunities it has provided to thousands of 
its graduates. It is a world-renowned higher education 
institution and medical facility, which is the heartbeat  
of Birmingham and all of Alabama. The exponential  
growth of UAB these past 33 years has made me proud  
to be a UAB Blazer!”

ANNA BATTEN 
VICE PRESIDENT 
COLLAT SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, 1989

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS



2021

FOXHOUND BEE COMPANY educates and equips hobby beekeepers with the expert knowledge, high-
quality supplies, and local bees they need to be successful with their new hobby. Birmingham-based, the small, 
four-employee business, is focused on catering to the specific needs of  beekeepers and bee-lovers alike, including 
physical products and tools, education, and classes, as well as mentorship and support.

ADAM HICKMAN 
CO-OWNER
COLLAT SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, 2010

“UAB provided me with a connection to a growing 
city where we can learn business and develop 
our ideas in a place where entrepreneurship and 
fresh ideas are encouraged.”

“As a UAB student I learned to work harder  
than I ever have, to put in the time and energy 
necessary, as well as to be proud of my work, having 
done everything I knew to do to achieve a goal.”

STEPHANIE HICKMAN, DPT
CO-OWNER
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, 2010 
SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS 
DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY, 2013

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS



2021

HUMPHRIES SCREEN PRINTING specializes in creating branded merchandise, including apparel, 
promotional items, signage, marketing materials, and site design. The company specializes in branded materials 
by providing screen printing, promotional products, and design services to hundreds of  customers across the 
country. Located in Leeds, Alabama, Humphries employs five people. 

SAMANTHA HUMPHRIES
CREATIVE DIRECTOR
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 
BACHELOR OF ARTS, 2013

“The thing about UAB that makes me the proudest 
is that in a fast paced, constantly changing art/
digital media environment, UAB is committed to 
keeping up with current technologies and always 
making sure the art faculty is putting students 
out into the workforce that are equipped to hit the 
ground running.”

“As a UAB student I was surrounded by the most 
talented fellow students and professors in the 
state and left with the greatest college experience 
I could have asked for.”

LAURIN HUMPHRIES
OWNER & PRODUCTION MANAGER
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 
BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS, 2013

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS



KOLBE CLINIC, located in Birmingham, provides medication-assisted treatments to Alabama citizens 
suffering from substance use disorders. The clinic uses state-of-the-art medications coupled with intensive 
counseling to provide positive outcomes that allow individuals to lead productive, normal lives. Kolbe Clinic 
recently received its Alabama Department of  Mental Health Certification, becoming the first in the state  
to achieve this; the clinic employs 25 people.

2021

MICKEY TRIMM , PHD
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION, 1996

“UAB prepared me for my current role by 
challenging me to always do my best and to 
care deeply about my fellow Alabamians.”

DEIRDRE JILL SCOTT 
CLINICAL DIRECTOR
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, 2000

“UAB provided me with professors that 
always pushed me to have to find creative 
ways to prepare for class and exams. Now 
when I am in over my head, I have no fear of 
not being able to acquire as much knowledge, 
skills, and training to take any path I choose.”

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS



LUCA, LLC is a cloud-based accounting team that builds 
and implements scalable and efficient financial operations 
for growing businesses. Located in Birmingham, and 
employing 18 professionals, LUCA delivers the tech-
enabled personal team and intuitive software customers 
need to clearly understand and operate their businesses 
with a growth-oriented mindset.

“The thing about UAB that makes me the most proud is 
seeing how UAB continues to grow and excel not only 
in the collegiate space but also as a contributor to the 
Birmingham economy overall. To me, Birmingham is 
not Birmingham without UAB and its campus.”

2021

TALMADGE FRANKLIN FULMER III 
FOUNDER & CEO
COLLAT SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, 2008

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS



MAYNOR & MITCHELL EYE CENTER is a full-service 
ophthalmic and optometric medical practice and surgical 
facility, located in Huntsville, Alabama, with satellite offices 
across the state.  With its own ophthalmology-specific 
ambulatory surgery center and refractive laser suite, it  
offers everything from routine eye-care screenings and 
optical needs to specialized surgical treatment, as well as 
LASIK and photo-refractive keratectomy (PRK) surgery.  
The company employs 93 people, including eight providers.

“As a UAB student I found myself constantly being 
challenged yet encouraged by my professors and 
knew that they were helping me lay the groundwork 
for professional success. Even then, I viewed my 
decision to pursue my graduate degrees at UAB as an 
investment in myself, and it has turned out to be an 
investment that has yielded great dividends”

2021

GREG HULSEY, FACHE, CMPE 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
COLLAT SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, 1996 
SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS 
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN HEALTH  
ADMINISTRATION, 1997

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
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Stephanie Hickman, Greg Hulsey, 

Greg Merrill, Mazi Rasulnia,
 Mickey Trimm, Luke West



MEDHELP is a network of  five Urgent Care/Family 
Practices, serving the healthcare needs of  Birmingham  
since 1982. MedHelp employs 180 people dedicated to 
providing quality and compassionate health care to their 
patients. Services include telehealth screenings, a full-service 
pharmacy, participation in Cahaba Research clinical trials, 
and more.

“UAB provided me with the knowledge to practice  
medicine and to successfully manage a healthcare practice.”

2021

JORDAN F. VAUGHN, MD
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
DOCTOR OF MEDICINE, 2009 
MEDICAL RESIDENCY, 2012

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS

Michael Hilton, M.D. 

Blake Lovely, M.D.

Jason Junkins, M.D.

Jordan Vaughn, M.D.

Congratulations
to our UAB School of Medicine Alumni



MICHAEL C. HILTON, M.D., whose practice 
has been in Atlanta, Georgia, since 1990, practices 
general psychiatry, with particular interest 
in adjustment disorder therapy, medication 
management, and the treatment of  injured workers. 
Hilton’s forensic practice, employing three, involves 
a wide variety of  medical-legal consultations. 
He performs criminal assessments, worker’s 
compensation independent medical examinations, 
disability examinations, and guardianship evaluations.

“UAB provided me with the tools and credentials 
to pursue my career with confidence that I could 
succeed.”

2021

MICHAEL C. HILTON, MD 
OWNER
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
DOCTOR OF MEDICINE, 1984

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS
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PACK HEALTH is a patient engagement platform, equipping and empowering individuals with chronic 
conditions to take back control of  their health. Pack Health connects each individual with a dedicated Health 
Advisor to coach and navigate barriers across 25 chronic conditions. The company employs 175 people and  
is headquartered in Birmingham.

ROBERT GINTER
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
COLLAT SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, 2014

“The thing about UAB that makes me the most proud is 
the support that they provide local businesses and the 
willingness of alumni to give back to the community.”

MAZI RASULNIA, PHD  
FOUNDER & CEO
SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH, 2003 
COLLAT SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, 2003 
SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION, 2006

“UAB prepared me for my current role by giving me the 
opportunity to lead and give back. Without my many 
mentors, I wouldn’t be where I am today.”

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS



RADIATION BUSINESS SOLUTIONS (RBS)  
relieves the financial anxiety of  patients and the company’s 
physician champions. RBS accomplishes this by providing 
best-in-class revenue cycle management, coding services, 
cancer center joint venture ownership, cancer center 
management and consulting services. RBS is located in 
Joelton, Tennessee, and has approximately 110 employees.

“UAB provided me with an environment to further my interest 
and pursuits in ambulatory health care administration and 
business models.”

2021

GREG MERRILL 
PRESIDENT
COLLAT SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, 1994 
SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS 
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN HEALTH  
ADMINISTRATION, 1995

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS

UAB Excellence in Business Top 25

and all th�e recognized as

Radiation Business Solutions congratulates

Greg Merrill



RELIAS HEALTHCARE is a multi-state healthcare solutions organization with subsidiaries that solve the various 
needs that providers, hospitals, and patients face. Relias has over 220 team members and is located in Tupelo, 
Mississippi. They focus on physician staffing and management and work across both Alabama and Mississippi. 

2021

LUKE H. WEST 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS  
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION, 2017

“UAB prepared me for my current role by providing me with 
a network of colleagues and professors that continue to be 
a phone call away to support my work as a leader. They 
prepared me by presenting our curriculum from professors 
who are experts in the respective subjects they teach, giving 
me the confidence to take on complex healthcare issues.”

BLAKE LOVELY, MD 
ASSOCIATE CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE  
MEDICAL RESIDENCY, 2015

“I am proud of UAB’s reputation as an excellent 
academic institution and commitment to the local 
community.”

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS
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RIIPL is a 12-person software company based in Opelika, 
Alabama, that specializes in building large, data-centric  
web applications. It is uniquely niched in the home building, 
medical, and field service spaces, but builds custom software 
systems for a variety of  different industries. RIIPL also 
owns and licenses several of  its own software products (like 
TurfHop and JobCloser) to growing service-based companies 
around the globe.

“The thing about UAB that makes me the most proud is my 
time studying and researching cyber forensics under Gary 
Warner. While this isn’t an area I’ve explored career-wise, 
I’m fascinated and proud of the impact that UAB and  
Gary are making in the cyber-forensic community.”

MARK HARDIN 
CO-FOUNDER 
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, 2010

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS

SOUTHERN IMMEDIATE CARE provides urgent 
care, primary care, and occupational medicine 
services to patients in northeast Alabama in the 
regions of  Gadsden, Anniston and Heflin. A skilled 
team of  approximately 60 people provides efficient, 
family-friendly care in high-quality settings across the 
state and with convenient clinic times and services. 

“UAB prepared me for my current role by teaching 
me critical thinking skills and giving me the 
foundation I needed to create my business.”

JASON JUNKINS, MD
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
DOCTOR OF MEDICINE, 1997



2021

STRATEGIC TAX AND ACCOUNTING LLC 
is a Birmingham-based CPA firm specializing in individual 
and small business tax planning, tax structuring and 
tax return preparation, and monthly bookkeeping 
services. The firm employs nine professionals and helped 
prepare disaster loan applications during the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

“As a UAB student I enjoyed the environment of 
learning and application through projects and teams.”

BRETT SHEEDY 
OWNER & PRESIDENT
COLLAT SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, 2011

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
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THINKGARD is a managed IT services  
company that focuses on data protection both from  
a cybersecurity and disaster recovery perspective.  
The company’s 12-person team, based out of  
Pelham, Alabama, is solely focused on data 
protection, offering its clients restful nights with the 
added security of  their services.  

“UAB provided me with skills, experience, knowledge and a 
network of contacts that has been critical to my personal 
and professional growth throughout my entire career.”

2021

KEVIN FULLER 
PRESIDENT & CTO
COLLAT SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, 2001  
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, 2005

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
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TITUSVILLE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
(TDC) is a non-profit community development 
organization based in Birmingham. Its mission is to 
provide holistic revitalization of  communities by providing 
affordable housing and community services that empower 
current and future residents to actively participate in 
the growth of  community. TDC employs three full-time 
employees and executes much of  its housing development 
and programing through contract workers and volunteers. 

“The thing about UAB I am most proud of is its 
willingness to get involved in community and its 
embrace of diversity.”

RONALD BAYLES, EDD 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
MASTER OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP,  
SPECIAL EDUCATION, 2000 
EDUCATION SPECIALIST DEGREE  
IN LEADERSHIP, SPECIAL EDUCATION, 2008 
DOCTOR OF EDUCATION, 2013 



WHATLEY HEALTH SERVICES, INC. (WHSI) 
is a non-profit, federally qualified community health 
center. WHSI provides healthcare in the areas of  
family medicine, pediatrics, chiropractic, podiatry, 
mental health, prenatal care, and health education. 
With 15 locations, both mobile and permanent, 
WHSI employs dozens of  skilled healthcare workers 
across the state of  Alabama.

“UAB prepared me for my current role by giving me 
the opportunity to customize my master’s degree 
to fit the sector of healthcare I work in. This helped 
to improve my understanding of how to address 
health disparities such as population health, 
women’s health, COVID-19, etc.”

2021

TOYA T. BURTON, DC, MPH 
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER 
SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH, 2008

THE UAB NATIONAL ALUMNI SOCIETY 
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